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¢ LITHUANIA INSECURE UNTIL IT JOINS NATO, FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER SAYS 

VILNIUS, Aug 31, BNS - The period from now until Lithuania becomes a member of NATO will 
be "long and insecure," according to Audrius Butkevicius, former defense minister. "During this 
period we will be responsible for our security and Stability ourselves. This period will be perhaps 
the most unstable in Central European history," Butkevicius said in an interview with the daily 
Lietuvos Aidas on Thursday. The former defense minister was critical of the views, prevailing 
today in Lithuania, on the country's international security. "The political views of 1992-93 -- when 
there was still hope that internal confrontation in Europe would decrease, that the expansion of 
NATO would be rapid and that relations between NATO and Russia would improve -- are still 


prevalent." 


e LANSBERGIS: BALTIC SECURITY CAN BE GUARANTEED BY THE WEST 

VILNIUS, August 28, ELTA - Conservative leader Vytautas Lithuania's politicians and diplomats 
should keep repeating to the West of their country's striving towards NATO membership, 
conservative leader Vytautas Landsbergis said on Monday at a news conference. Concrete 
proposals for a more expedient NATO integration could fall within the framework of the 
Partnership for Peace Programme, Lansbergis said in a comment on his statement on relations 
with Russia. The West seems to ignore the present political reality in Russia as it keps advising 
Lithuania seeking security through normal relations with the neighbour. And the reality was that 
normal relations with Russia could be only achieved through Lithuania's security and not vice- 
versa, Lansbergis said. Russia will itself normalize relations with the Baltics and give up voicing 
threats and imposing economic and political pressure as soon as it becomes sure that it has no 


chances of retaking the Balts. 
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